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CORONATION 


A  VISITOR  to  Britain  would  think,  if  he  judged  by  most  of 
the  newspapers,  the  B.B.C.  and  the  cinemas,  that  no  serious 
problems  faced  our  people,  and  that  the  only  question  which  ought 
to  interest  them  is  the  coronation. 

Yet  everybody  knows  how  difficult  things  are  today.  There  is  a 
housing  shortage,  which  is  growing  more  acute.  There  is  a  short¬ 
age  of  schools,  so  that  children  are  being  packed  forty  and  fifty 
in  a  class  in  schools  many  of  which  have  been  long  condemned. 
There  are  not  enough  hospitals,  hospital  beds,  or  hospital  staffs. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  there  hasn’t  been  a  new  hospital  built  for 
over  fourteen  years.  Food  prices  are  going  up,  for  the  government 
is  removing  the  subsidies  which  kept  the  price  of  food  low.  Rates 
are  going  up,  and  now  the  landlords  are  bringing  strong  pressure 
on  the  government  to  amend  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  so  that 
they  can  put  up  the  rent. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  First,  this  country  can’t  get 
along  as  it  used  to  in  the  old  way.  The  capitalist  system  is  break¬ 
ing  down,  and  the  colonial  peoples,  from  whom  the  British 
capitalists  took  enormous  profits,  are  fighting  for  their  indepen¬ 
dence,  and  for  the  right  to  have  a  good  life  themselves. 

Secondly,  because  of  the  war  plans  of  the  Tory  Government, 
and  under  the  orders  of  the  Yanks,  we  are  rapidly  bankrupting 
ourselves  by  piling  up  vast,  incredible  quantities  of  arms.  We  are 
spending  £1,776  million  on  armaments.  For  every  £  the  govern¬ 
ment  spends,  it  will  spend  8s.  Ijd.  on  the  armed  forces,  and  only 
6s.- on  all  the  social  services  together  (housing,  education,  health, 
children’s  allowances,  etc.,  etc.). 

Thirdly,  because  of  the  difficulty  in  finding  markets  for  our  ex¬ 
port.  goods.  Germany  and  Japan,  our  two  strongest  competitors, 
are  being  financed  by  the  Yanks.  Although  we  are  supposed  to  be 
allies  with  the  Y anks  they  have  never  let  up  in  making  things  diffi¬ 
cult  for  us.  Although  they  are  financing  West  Germany  and  Japan 
to  compete  with  us,  they  will  not  allow  Britain  to  trade  with  the 
countries  who  want  our  goods — ^the  Soviet  Union  and  China  in  par¬ 
ticular.  At  the  same  time,  the  Yanks  won’t  buy  our  goods,  either. 
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Look  at  the  fuss  over  the  jet  air-liners.  When  they  sell  us  wheat 
they  charge  the  highest  possible  price,  so  that  our  money  can  be 
used  to  subsidise  American  farmers,  who  sell  their  wheat  to  the 
American  government  for  a  fixed  price. 

Taking  it  by  and  large  things  are  difficult  for  us.  Of  course  the 
Tory  Government  won’t  stand  up  against  the  Yanks.  They  have 
sold  the  pass  to  the  Americans,  and  since  they  must  find  money 
for  arms,  they  take  it  out  of  us,  the  working  people,  instead  of  out 
of  the  Yanks  and  from  the  rich  of  this  country.  But  what  can  you 
expect  of  a  Tory  Government? 


Men,  Money,  Materials 

The  Tory  Government  says  that  it  must  cut  down  all  expendi¬ 
ture,  in  order  to  find  money  for  arms.  That  is  why  they  are  cut¬ 
ting  down  housing,  education,  health  and  the  food  subsidies.  That 
is  why  they  have  put  up  the  price  of  school  dinners,  and  cut  down 
school  transport.  Today  if  a  child  lives  three  miles  from  school, 
it  has  to  walk  there  and  back,  rain  or  storm.  The  Tory  Govern¬ 
ment  is  economising  on  the  young,  the  sick  and  the  helpless,  as 
well  as  on  the  homeless.  It  attacks  the  living  standards  of  the 
working  people.  The  Tory  Government  says  it  cannot  build  the 
houses,  schools  and  hospitals,  because  they  have  not  got  the  money, 
materials  or  the  man-power. 

Now  if  that  is  the  case,  why  are  they  spending  so  much  money, 
and  utilising  so  many  million  feet  of  timber,  steel  tubing,  etc.,  etc., 
as  well  as  man-power,  on  the  coronation? 

Surely  if  we  are  facing  a  financial  crisis,  and  have  to  raise  the 
price  of  the  kids’  dinners  at  school,  and  stop  their  buses  in  order 
to  make  ends  meet,  why  take  the  money  saved  on  the  kids’  food, 
on  the  sick,  and  on  the  masses  of  people,  and  spend  it  on  the 
wealthy,  healthy,  and  overfed?  For  you  know,  it  is  only  the  over- 
privileged  who  will  actually  participate  in  the  coronation,  or  be 
able  to  afford  the  highly  priced  seats  on  the  coronation  route. 

If  timber  and  steel  is  in  such  short  supply  why  waste  so  much 
on  building  the  stands?  The  timber  will  be  useless  for  building 
purposes  afterwards.  In  fact,  if  all  the  working  people  who  are 
badly  in  need  of  new  houses  could  see  the  West  End  of  London; 
and  see  the  thousands  of  tons  of  steel  and  standards  of  timber  and 
pots  of  paint  that  are  being  used  to  build  the  coronation  stands,  they 
would  see  the  falsity  of  the  claim  that  there  is  not  enough  money, 
materials  and  labour  to  treat  the  housing  problem  as  a  grave 
emergency,  and  overcome  it  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Why  then,  is  so  much  money,  material  and  human  labour  being 
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spent  on  the  coronation?  But  before  we  go  into  that,  just  one  more 
word. 

Don't  think  that  we  begrudge  the  children’s  coronation  parties. 
On  the  contrary,  Ihe  Communists  are  doing  everything  they  can 
to  make  the  parties  a  success.  Let  the  children,  and  the  adults,  have 
a  good  time.  It’s  not  very  often  we  can  afford  to  celebrate  these 
days.  No,  the  difference  between  the  attitude  of  the  Communists 
and  the  capitalists  is  that  the  Communists  want  the  children  to  have 
a  good  time  all  the  time.  We  want  them  to  go  from  fine  houses, 
to  fine  schools.  We  want  them  to  have  free  milk  and^  meals  in  the 
schools  as  the  Government  promised  in  the  Education  Act  of  1944. 
We  want  them  all  to  have  equal  opportunities  to  choose  their 
careers,  and  if  they  are  sick  to  have  the  best  medical  attention.  We 
Communists  won’t  stop  fighting  for  these  things  after  the  corona¬ 
tion.  We  won’t  stop  until  we  have  won  them  for  the  children  and 
for  all  of  us.  But  the  wealthy  “patriots”  are  using  the  coronation 
to  keep  things  as  they  are — to  stop  the  better  things  for  us  and  our 
children.  After  the  coronation  the  tinsel,  the  gilt,  and  all  the  glitter 
will  be  removed,  but  the  slums  and  the  slum  schools  and  hospitals 
will  remain.  That  is  why  we  want  everyone  to  understand  what  this 
is  all  about  and  why  there  is  all  this  fuss  over  the  coronation. 

The  capitalists  never  spend  anything  or  do  anything  unless  there 
is  profit,  or  some  ulterior  motive  attached  to  the  spending.  If  then, 
despite  our  difficulties  the  capitalists  are  pouring  out  money  like 
water  on  the  coronation,  they  must  be  getting  something  out  of  it. 
If  so,  what  is  it?  What  is  the  catch?  Why  are  they  selling  the 
monarchy  so  hard? 


What  is  the  Monarchy? 

The  monarchy,  as  a  social  institution,  is  an  exclusive  preserve 
of  the  ruling  class.  It  is  the  most  important  and  influential  of  all 
class  institutions.  Behind  the  pomp  and  pageantry  with  which  the 
monarchy  has  been  surrounded,  the  ruling  class  shelter.  They 
utilise  the  monarchy  to  protect  their  own  privileges  and  wealth. 
They  use  the  monarchy  as  a  perpetual  propaganda  for  keeping 
things  as  they  are.  It  is  a  screen  behind  which  the  real  rulers  of  our 
country  exercise  their  domination  of  our  national  life.  These 
“patriots”  are  not  really  patriotic.  They  utilise  their  power  not 
only  to  exploit  us  but  also  to  sell  us  down  the  river  to  the  Americans. 
Their  loyalty  is  not  to  country  or  crown.  It  is  to  their  wealth  and 
their  privileges.  They  love  themselves,  not  their  country.  They  will 
do  anything  to  maintain  their  wealth  and  power. 

When,  for  example,  ex-King  Edward  VIII  spoke  out  of  turn,  as 
he  did  when  he  promised  the  unemployed  of  South  Wales  that 
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“something  would  be  done”  and  did  one  or  two  other  things  which 
the  court  circles,  the  ruling  class,  did  not  like,  they  removed  him 
from  the  throne.  They  rejected  him,  and  all  the  glamour  with  which 
he  was  surrounded  from  his  birth  was  destroyed  in  a  few  days.  The 
ruling  class,  the  millionaire  bankers  and  landowners  showed  no 
loyalty,  despite  their  oaths  of  allegiance.  The  only  loyalty  they  knew 
or  cared  about  was  to  their  wealth,  and  their  vast  estates.  Edward 
VIII  appeared  to  threaten  this,  therefore  he  was  removed.  They 
utilised  a  personal  matter  in  order  to  do  so,  to  create  prejudice 
against  him.  It  was  a  class  matter,  not  a  personal  matter. 


Screen  for  the  Rich 

Thus  the  monarchy  is  utilised  merely  as  a  screen  behind  which 
the  wealthiest  of  the  land  maintain  their  exploitation.  If  the 
monarch  does  not  do  as  he  or  she  is  told,  then  the  monarch  is  re¬ 
moved.  The  Court  circles  are  full  of  the  greatest  and  the  richest. 
But  even  though  they  have  a  ruling  grip  on  the  country,  and  run 
it  in  their  own  interests  and  not  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  they 
try  to  shuffle  off  their  obligations,  in  order  to  maintain  their  wealth. 

Many  of  the  landed  aristocracy  have  turned  their  estates  into 
Limited  Companies.  They  do  so  to  avoid  taxation.  By  so  doing 
they  pass  the  burden  of  taxation  on  to  those  who  can  least  afford 
it.  For  somebody  has  to  pay  for  all  the  vast  expenditure,  and  as 
usual  it’s  the  working  class. 

According  to  the  Estate  Magazine  for  December  1924,  “many 
estates”  have  been  transferred  into  “limited  and  unlimited  eom- 
panies”,  “one  result  of  the  working  of  which  will  be  that,  if  the 
vendor  lives  for  three  years.  Estate  duty  will,  at  his  death,  be  saved 
to  the  extent  of  at  least  £100,000”. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  quote  another  case, 

“wherein  by  transfer  to  a  Company  .  .  .  estate  duty  to  the  extent  of  £83,000 
v/ill  be  saved  out  of  a' total  of  £164,000  to  which  the  estate,  in  the  hands  of 
its  present  ov/ner,  would  at  his  death  be  liable”. 

Take  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  He  is  the  leading  non¬ 
royal  figure  of  the  coronation.  He  has  turned  his  vast  estate  into 
“Fitzalan  Howard  Estates  Ltd.”.  This  company  has  50,000  £1 
shares  and  of  these  49,998  are  held  by  Bernard  Marmaduke,  Duke 
of  Norfolk.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Norfolk  sold  the  town  of 
Littlehampton  for  about  £1  million  before  the  war.  The  capital  of 
the  company  is  no  indication  of  the  value  of  what  estate  is  left. 

Or  turn  to  another  member  of  the  Court  circle,  the  Duke  of 
Buecleuch.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  owned  land  property  in  four¬ 
teen  different  counties  to  a  total  acreage  of  460,000.  This  property 
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had  a  rent  roll  of  £216,473  a  year.  They  were  also  patrons  of 
eleven  Church  livings.  The  Duke  is  one  of  the  Queen’s  Body 
Guard  for  Scotland. 

Then  of  course  there  are  the  Derbys — one  of  the  greatest  and 
richest  of  the  landed  aristocracy  round  the  Court.  Earl  Derby 
will  carry  England’s  standard  during  the  coronation.  Not  only  is 
the  family  a  vast  owner  of  land — ^it  held  68,942  acres  (including 
about  one-eighth  of  Lancashire)  from  which  it  drew  £163,273 
a  year  rent — but  it  is  intimately  connected  with  big  business. 
The  family  is,  or  was,  linked  with  the  British  Match  Corporation, 
Westminster  Bank  Limited,  Buenos  Aires  Pacific  Railway  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Lancashire  United  Transport  and  Power  Company, 
Martin’s  Bank,  the  London  and  Lancashire  Insurance  Co.,  etc. 
One  can  see  in  this  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Tory  Government 
is  so  determined  to  de-nationalise  transport  and  other  industries. 

The  Queen’s  Lord  Chamberlain  is  the  Earl  of  Scarborough.  He 
is  a  great  landowner  and  director  of  banks  and  an  insurance  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Queen’s  Lord  in  Waiting  is  Viscount  Allendale,  Director  of 
Londonderry  ColUeries  Ltd.  He  has  an  estate  of  24,098  acres,  the 
gross  annual  value  of  which  is  £34,670. 

It  is  not  easy  these  days  to  trace  the  vast  wealth  and  landed 
estates  of  these  people,  for  they  hide  the  traces.  But  enough  has 
been  shown  to  see  the  type  of  person  which  surrounds  the  mon¬ 
archy,  which  controls  it,  and,  when  it  deems  it  necessary,  forces 
the  reigning  monarch  .to  abdicate.  These  members  of  the  ruling 
class  are  the  most  reactionary  of  all  the  rich  families  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  most  are  intimately  hnked  with  the  Tory  Party.  That  is 
why  the  Tories  regard  the  institution  of  the  monarchy  as  their  own 
particular  preserve:  to  buttress  the  capitalist  system. 

During  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1936,  on  the 
Abdication  of  Edward  VIII,  Mr.  Campbell  Stephen,  M.P.,  said: 

“I  believe  that  with  the  development  of  events  in  the  world,  the  monarchy 
may  be  used  by  Tory  members  more  and  more  as  a  buttress  of  their  class 
privileges.  I  would  suggest  to  Labour  Members,  is  there  not  something  very 
significant  in  the  way  which  the  Conservative  Party  goes  to  the  lengths  that 
it  does  in  order  to  try  to  create  glamour  about  monarchy.  .  .  This  crisis  has 
revealed  the  weakness  of  the  hereditary  monarchy.  It  has  destroyed  so  much 
of  the  glamour  that  has  been  built  up  about  it,  that  there  will  be  many  who 
will  join  us  in  saying  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  flummery  and  to  bring 
into  being  a  modern  and  real  democratic  state”  (Hansard,  December  10-11, 
1936). 

That  is  even  more  true  today.  More  and  more  the  monarchy  is 
being  utilised  by  the  ruling  class  as  a  buttress  of  their  class 
privileges. 

Campbell  Stephen,  M.P.,  went  on  to  show  how  closely  the 
monarchy  is  linked  with  the  capitalist  state  machine,  and  par-  - 

7 


ticularly  how  its  association  with  the  armed  forces  could  and 
would  be  utilised  against  the  working  class  if  they  tried  to  change 
the  capitalist  system  and  begin  to  build  Socialism  in  Britain: 

“One  question  that  is  debated  often  enough  with  regard  to  the  social 
struggle  is  whether  it  is  possible  to  make  the  transition  peacefully  from  the 
present  economic  order  to  a  socialist  economic  order,  and  I  believe  that  the 
forces  which  lender  it  practically  impossible  are  the  forces  which  gather^ 
round  the  hereditary  monarch,  and  the  association  of  the  armed  forces  so 
particularly  with  the  crown  It  is  the  king’s  army,  the  king’s  navy  and 
the  king’s  air  force.  It  is  of  the  utmost  significance  that  the  forces  upon  which 
the  state  rests  are  so  associated  with  the  king.’’  '(Hansard,  December  1936.) 

The  monarchy  has  always  been  utilised  as  a  rallying  ground 
for  reaction,  whilst  the  monarchy  has  always  taken  steps  to 
strengthen  reaction,  showing  fear  whenever  liberal  and  democratic 
forces  made  gains,  for  fear  that  the  system  of  privileged  exploita¬ 
tion  will  be  changed. 

Thus  the  late  King  George  V.  who  was  closely  related  to  the 
Czar  of  Russia,  befriended  the  exiles  from  the  reactionary  Czarist 
Court  after  the  Russian  revolution.  Indeed  he  lived  surrounded 
by  them.  When,  due  to  mass  pressure,  normal  relations  were  estab¬ 
lished  between  the  U.S.S.R.  and  Britain,  he  refused  to  meet  the 
Soviet  Ambassador,  and  ordered  the  Prince  of  Wales  (ex-King 
Edward  VIII)  to  meet  the  Ambassador  instead,  according  to 
Hugh  Dalton,  M.P.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  George  V  sent 
the  now  notorious  telegram  to  Pilsudski,  congratulating  him  on 
Poland’s  National  Day,  soon  after  he  had  launched  his  attack  on 
the  young  Soviet  Republic  in  1920.  But  this  time  the  monarch  had 
gone  a  bit  too  far.  The  masses  took  a  hand,,  and  their  answer  to 
the  telegram  was  the  refusal  to  load  the  “Jolly  Roger”,  and  the 
setting  up  of  “Councils  of  Action”.  The  Daily  Herald,  which  was 
a  fighting  paper  in  those  years,  stated  that  the  king  had  been 
“advised  by  malicious  councillors”.  Looking  at  the  people  who 
surround  the  Court,  one  can  well  believe  it. 

The  monarchy  is  “advised”  by  the  leaders  of  the  capitalist  class. 
They  are  specially  selected  persons  who  can  be  relied  upon  to 
give  the  “right”  advice.  “The  whole  of  those  who  advise  the  King,” 
wrote  Professor  Laski,  “are  in  or  about  the  plutocracy”. 


Symbol  of  Class 

One  of  the  French  kings  once  said  that  he  was  the  State.  Today 
the  monarchy  makes  no  such  claim.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
State.  The  State  today  belongs  to  the  capitalist  class,  and  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  State  machine  is  the  monarchy.  Thus  the  monarchy, 
far  from  being  the  symbol  of  class  unity,  is  in  actual  fact  the 
standing  symbol  of  class  division.  The  institution  of  monarchy 
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stands  for  the  most  reactionary  section  of  present-day  exploiters : 
the  big  monopolists,  the  landed  aristocracy  and  the  great  bankers. 
The  monarchy  is  surrounded  by  them,  both  in  private  life  and  in 
public  life.  All  the  Court  officials  are  drawn  from  this  section  of 
the  ruling  class.  The  monarch’s  personal  friends  are  part  of  this 
narrow  exclusive  circle,  out  of  which  they  cannot  and  indeed  will 
not  break,  for  this  is  the  environment  of  the  monarchy.  Abolish 
the  environment  and  the  monarchy  is  abolished. 

Although  the  sovereign  is  allowed  £632,000  from  public  funds 
each  year,  the  monarchy  is  extremely  wealthy  from  its  own  great 
estates  and  from  its  private  investments.  Thus  the  late  Queen  left  a 
collection  of  jewellery  worth  £1,500,000  and  an  estate  worth 
approximately  £3,500,000.  How  is  it  possible  for  people  placed  in 
such  circumstances  to  be  symbols  of  national  unity?  Compare  the 
fortune  of  the  late  Queen  Mary  with  that  of  an  old-age  pensioner, 
and  the  idea  becomes  impossible.  They  are  two  nations,  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  as  Disraeli  once  explained. 

The  monarchy  owns  much  land  in  Britain  and  has  many  great 
residences.  It  has  Buckingham  Palace,  St.  James’s  Palace,  Marl¬ 
borough  House,  Clarence  House,  Kensington  Palace,  Windsor 
Castle,  The  Windsor  Royal  Lodge,  Sandringham,  and  Balmoral. 
This  is  apart  from  what  is  known  as  “Grace  and  Favour”  resi¬ 
dences,  which  are  fine  houses  belonging  to  the  monarchy,  and  in 
which  men  and  women  nominated  by  the  monarchy  may  live,  rent 
free.  There  is  also  the  Royal  Yacht  which  has  just  been  built. 

To  believe  that  in  our  cruel  capitalist  society  there  is  a  monarchy 
working — so  the  people  are  informed— harder  than  any  one  else, 
always  ready  to  do  its  duty  without  complaining,  is  a  very  con¬ 
venient  idea — for  the  ruling  class.  That  is  why  they  make  such 
immense  efforts  to  prevent  the  people  from  seeing  the  truth.  For 
it  is  as  true  now  as  fifty  years  ago  when  Keir  Hardie  said : 

“If  the  people  generally  are  favourable  to  Royalty  .  .  .  that  is 
because  they  do  not  understand  Royalty  or  what  it  means  to  them.” 

On  another  occasion  Keir  Hardie,  referring  to  a  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  address  congratulating  the  then  Duchess  of  York  on  the  birth 
of  a  son,  on  a  day  when  250  miners  had  been  killed  in  a  pit  disaster, 
wrote : 

“The  life  of  one  Welsh  miner  is  of  greater  commercial  and  moral  value 
to  the  British  nation  than  the  whole  royal  crowd  put  together,  from  the 
royal  Grandmamma  down  to  this  puling  great-grandchild.’’ 

Willie  Gallacher  in  the  Abdication  Debate  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  December  1936  stood  by  the  views  of  the  founders  of  the 
Labour  movement  and  pointed  out  that  “the  monarchy  was  not 
an  idea  deeply  cherished  by  the  people.  It  was  an  idea  deeply 
cultivated”.  Year  by  year  the  propaganda  by  the  ruling  class  has  con- 

9 


tinued.  Small  wonder  if  many  have  fallen  for  it.  Superior  people  have 
smiled.  “It’s  all  very  silly,  of  course,  but  it  doesn’t  do  much  harm. 
After  all  it’s  British,  not  Yankee,  and  that’s  something  these  days”. 
But  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  it  is  precisely  the  Yanks  who 
today  have  become  the  biggest  supporters  of  the  monarchy.  They 
see  in  it  the  safe  barrier  to  Socialism.  By  strengthening  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  monarchy  the  ruling  class  both  here  and  in  the  U.S. 
are  strengthening  themselves. 


A  Divemon 

We  can  now  begin  to  see  just  why  so  much  money  is  being  spent 
and  so  much  fuss  being  made  over  the  coronation.  The  institution 
of  monarchy  must  be  boosted  as  high  as  possible  in  order  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  ordinary  people  away  from  the  general  political 
situation,  and  away  from  the  crisis.  The  Tory  Government,  re¬ 
presenting  capitalist  reaction,  wants  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
people  away  from  the  war  drive,  away  from  the  steady  decline  in 
living  standards,  and  away  from  the  fact  that  our  country  is  now 
dominated  by  America.  Furthermore,  they  hope  that  by  parading 
the  institution  of  monarchy,  appealing  to  the  emotions  of  loyalty  to 
country,  of  which  they  themselves  are  completely  devoid,  they  can 
strengthen  the  reactionary  forces,  and  get  away  with  still  higher 
expenditure  on  arms  and  spend  still  less  on  the  social  services, 
and  above  all,  strengthen  themselves  in  power. 

Thus  it  pays  the  capitalists  and  their  Tory  Government  to  get 
the  people  to  think  along  these  lines.  This  is  why  they  are  spend¬ 
ing  so  much  money,  wasting  so  much  valuable  building  material 
and  using  so  much  printers’  ink  and  radio  and  television  time.  It 
pays  them  to  get  the  people  to  think  along  these  lines  even  for  a 
short  time.  Why?  Simply  because  they  will  take  advantage  of  such 
feelings  of  loyalty  and  “national  duty”  to  “slip  one  over”  so  that 
reaction  might  be  strengthened  and  the  fight  of  the  people  for 
better  conditions,  for  peace  and  progress  weakened. 

In  a  book  on  Cabinet  Government,  Jennings  wrote: 

“It  is  certain  that  the  .Jubilee  and  Diamond  Jubilee  celebrations  of  1887 
and  1897  strengthened  popular  support  for  the  imperialist  ideas  of  the  Con¬ 
servative  Governments  then  in  office.  It  is  certain,  too,  that  the  Silver  Jubilee 
of  1935  strengthened  the  National  Government,  whose  popular  support  had 
until  then  been  rapidly  diminishing.” 

During  these  Silver  Jubilee  celebrations  in  1935  (in  connection 
with  the  late  King  George’s  twenty-fifth  anniversary  on  the  throne) 
the  air  was  thick  with  talk  of  loyalty  to  the  monarchy  and 
“national  unity”.  So  much  so  that  even  the  Daily  Herald  grew  sus¬ 
picious,  and  on  May  21,  1935,  their  leader  column  read  as  follows: 

“Mr.  Bevin  expressed  the  hope  yesterday,  that  the  next  election  will  be 
fought  rationally,  and  on  differences  in  policy.  .  . 
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■‘It  is  suggested,  for  example,  that  the  Jubilee  celebrations  could  be  utilised 
as  an  electoral  advantage  for  the  Government.” 

Of  course  it  was  so  used.  In  fact,  the  Jubilee,  plus  the  wedding 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  were  amongst  some  of  the  decisive 
factors  which  won  the  1935  election  for  the  Tories.  Of  course  the 
right-wing  Labour  leaders  helped  in  this  too.  Had  they  taken  the 
proper  stand,  and  fought  for  a  good  working-class  policy,  the  flum¬ 
mery  would  not  have  deceived  the  working  class.  As  it  was  the 
feelings  which  were  aroused  were  enough  to  blind  the  people  as  to 
their  true  purpose. 


Out  with  the  Tories! 

Here  then  is  the  main  reason  for  all  the  fuss  about  the  corona¬ 
tion.  This  is  the  reason  why  all  those  false  patriots,  the  ruling 
class,  participate  in  the  boosting  of  the  monarchy,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  they  betray  their  country  and  the  people  to  the  United 
States.  It  is  therefore  the  act  of  a  patriot  to  oppose  the  ruling  class, 
expose  their  game  of  exploiting  the  coronation  for  their  own  selfish 
profit-making  purposes,  and  prevent  them  from  ruining  Britain. 
We  must  turn  out  this  Tory  Government  and,  by  setting  up  a 
Government  which  will  carry  out  a  socialist  policy  at  home  and 
abroad,  begin  to  take  steps  to  run  Britain  for  the  British  people. 

By  the  utilisation  of  this  coronation  screen,  Churchill  hopes  to 
hide  the  real  aims  of  the  ruling  class,  to  strengthen  the  Tory 
Government  so  that  it  can  prevent  the  workers  from  getting  better 
wages  and  conditions.  If  they  succeed,  it  means  a  still  further  lower¬ 
ing  of  living  standards,  a  greater  development  in  the  struggle 
against  the  colonial  people  and  swifter  steps  to  a  third  world  war. 
Churchill  will  use  the  coronation  to  deflect  the  rising  anger  of  the 
people  against  his  government  and  its  poficy,  and  win  another 
period  of  office. 

By  their  co-operation  in  the  coronation,  the  right-wing  Labour 
leaders  are  aiding  and  abetting  Churchill  in  his  plans.  It  is  a  grave 
disrservice  to  the  Labour  movement. 

The  people  will  reject  this  attempt  to  side-traek  their  legitimate 
aims  and  demands.  Those  who  fight  for  Britain’s  national  indepen-  | 
dence  from  America,  those  who  fight  for  higher  wages  and  better 
lives  for  themselves  and  their  ehildren,  those  who  help  the  colonial 
people  in  their  fight  against  imperialism,  these  are  the  true  patriots. 
These  are  the  ones  who  will  prevent  this  Tory  plot  against  the 
people,  and  by  exposing  it,  help  create  a  real  democratic  people’s 
government,  which  will  lay  the  foundation  for  the  advance  to 
Socialist  Britain. 
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Real  News 

Never  was  there  a  greater  need  for  real  news,  the  truth 
about  the  grave  ,and  perilous  situation  facing  the  working 
people  of  this  country. 

Yet  you,  as  a  reader  of  the  Press,  are  subjected  daily 
to  lies,  distortions  and  false  “  news  ”  about  issues  which 
are  vital  to  your  existence,  and  well-being.  The  Press 
seeks  to  set  up  a  smoke-screen  which  it  hopefr  will  hide 
activities  which  can  well  mean  the  destruction -of  you  and 
your  family. 

Only  the  Daily  Worker  prints  the  real  news. 

The  Daily  Worker  cuts  through  the  fog  and  reveals 
for  you  the  real  truth  behind  what  the  Press  says  about 
the  Soviet  Union,  the  Korean  war,  the  Tory  Budget,  the 
Coronation,  and  so  on. 

The  Daily  Worker  exists  only  to  serve  the  interests 
of  the  Labour,  trade  union,  co-operative,  peace  and 
democratic  movements  in  Britain. 

The  Daily  Worker  is  owned  and  controlled  by  its 
readers,  not  by  Press-barons  and  moneyed  big-wigs. 

The  Daily  Worker  will  use  all  its  energies  to  fight  for 
improvements  in  the  living  conditions  of  all  the  working 
people;  to  restore  our  country’s  national  independence; 
to  defend  peace,  and  to  advance  along  the  British  Road 
to  Socialism. 


You  can  help  these  activities  by  becoming  a  regular 
reader  of  the 

Daily  Worker 
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Order  it  from  your  newsagent  or,  in  case  of  difficulty, 
write  direct  to  the  Daily  Worker,  75  Farringdon  Road, 
London,  E.C.l. 


